
Huntsville-Madison County Rowing makes a National statement in 
Youth Sports 

 
 
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. – Huntsville-Madison County Rowing places 2nd, wins a Silver 
Medal at the 2026 USRowing Youth National Championships.  
 
Row Huntsville (Huntsville-Madison County Rowing & Watersports) brought home 
national honors as the second fastest Women’s U17 4x boat in the Nation by 
capturing a Silver medal at the 2026 USRowing Youth National Championships, 
held at the renowned Nathan Benderson Park rowing venue in Sarasota, Florida. 
 
In early June 2026 the waters of Nathan Benderson Park were filled with the nation!s 
fastest young rowers as elite clubs from across the United States competed for 
national titles. Among many established powerhouse programs was Huntsville-
Madison County Rowing, proving that championship-caliber rowing extends far 
beyond the sport!s traditional East and West Coast strongholds. 
 
Following an outstanding regular season and a dominant performance at the 
Southeast Regional Championships, our crews qualified three boats to compete at 
Youth Nationals. The team!s athletes represented Huntsville-Madison County 
Alabama with distinction, all highlighted by a historic podium finish. 
 
The weekend!s defining moment came in the Women!s Under-17 Quadruple Sculls 
(U17 4x) event. Racing against the nation!s top crews in a 31-boat field, the 
Huntsville quartet executed a disciplined race plan before delivering a powerful 
finishing sprint to claim the silver medal, earning the title of the second-fastest U17 
Women!s Quadruple Scull crew in the United States with a 2000m race time of 
07:28.72 (5.82 seconds behind first place) and securing the first USRowing Youth 
Nationals medal in Huntsville-Madison County Rowing history. 
 
The Women’s U17 4x medal-winning crew consisted of Reese Bumgarner, Ella 
Luker, Katie Fedrick, and Sydney Case. 
 
"Our girls team is small—just 11 athletes this season—and we compete against 
programs that often have more than 100 girls from which to develop their nationally 
competitive boats,” said Girls Head Coach Irene Fleischman. "Yet every athlete at 
Row Huntsville committed wholeheartedly to this season. Their focus, 
determination, and work ethic were remarkable. This quad trusted their training, 
raced with tremendous heart, and demonstrated what it truly means to be strong 
women.” 
 



Row Huntsville’s success extended beyond the medal podium. The Men!s Under-17 
Double Sculls 2x (Daniel Tkach and Gabe Taylor) and the Men!s Under-19 Single 
Sculls 1x (Ryan Fedrick) advanced through highly competitive heats and semifinals 
to earn strong national finishes (U17 2x 18th: U19 1X: 12th). Competing against 
many of the country!s largest and most established rowing programs, both crews 
demonstrated resilience and determination while securing impressive national 
rankings. 
 
Founded in 2014 by Head Coach Jeffrey Coy, Huntsville-Madison County Rowing 
& Watersports was built on a vision of creating a youth rowing program that would 
serve Huntsville and Madison County, Alabama Programs are built upon the 
foundation that  through the implemention of both competitive and developmental 
youth rowing programs, we can foster the growth of outstanding young men and 
women in our community. The program serves public , private , and homeschool 
athletes ages 10-18. The Sport of Rowing emphasizes hard work, discipline, 
teamwork, leadership, and personal growth both on and off the water. 
 
Today, Coach Coy, who serves as Program Director and Boys Head Coach, and Girls 
Head Coach Irene Fleischman, continue to lead the organization entirely as 
volunteers. Their dedication has helped establish Huntsville-Madison County 
Rowing as Alabama’s largest and only Youth Rowing Program in the State, as well 
as one of the Southeast!s premier youth rowing programs. 
 
“Our Mission and Vision is that participation in the Huntsville-Madison County 
Youth Rowing Program will provide a powerful foundation for success,” said Coach 
Coy. "Our athletes don!t simply learn how to row. They develop the discipline, 
resilience, teamwork, and leadership skills that prepare them for success in college, 
their careers, and throughout their lives.” 
 
With a national silver medal, three boats qualifying for the USRowing Youth 
National Championships, and strong performances across multiple events, 
Huntsville-Madison County Rowing has firmly established itself as one of the 
nation!s emerging youth rowing programs. 
 
The team now returns to the Tennessee River and our club home at Ditto Landing 
Marina. We offer Learn to Row Camps for new athletes to the sport and preparations 
for the 2026 fall racing season and a bid to the prestigious Head of the Charles 
Regatta in Cambridge, MA. 


